226         ELBA, AND  THE HUNDRED DAYS.
Captain Maitland when the captain of the FalmoutTi reached the SelleropTion. After learning the contents of Admiral Hotham's despatches, Maitland said: " There is not a word concerning what you have just told me; I know, even, that when the Falmouth sailed they knew nothing about it in England."
The conversation was very courteous on both sides. Captain Maitland spoke French well. He was an honorable seaman, and a man of good breeding, who seemed to respect Napoleon's misfortunes.
He ended by saying to his two interlocutors: "I should like to be able to satisfy you, but you see I cannot. I am going to notify my Admiral, who is in the Bay of Quiberon, of your coming on board. At the same time I will send him the letter you brought me from General Bertrancl, and let you know his answer as soon as I receive it."
Las Cases replied: " The Emperor does not want to steal away clandestinely. Personally, he has no motive for doing so, as the application we have just made on his behalf sufficiently proves. But if, before your response arrives, the wind should become favorable, and, desiring to profit by it, he goes out on the French frigates, .what will you do ? What will you do if, instead of the French frigates, he goes in a French merchant vessel? In fine, if instead of doing either, he should sail in a neutral vessel, an American ship for instance, what will you do ? "
Captain Maitland responded:   "If the Emperor